
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITANIC TRAGEDY 

Mr and Mrs Goodwin and 6 children: 
They all Died 

On 10th April 1912 Frederick and Augusta Goodwin 
and their six children, Lillian 16, Charles 14, William 11, 
Jessie 10, Harold 9 and baby Sidney 19 months old all 
boarded the new ship the Titanic at Southampton as third 
class passengers on its maiden voyage to New York.  

The Titanic was a new Luxury Line and the biggest 
passenger ship in the world, and unsinkable, they claimed. 
Many high society and rich passengers booked first class 
tickets for the voyage from England to America. They were 
not traveling on the Titanic to emigrate but to enjoy the 
historical event of the first trip of the new Titanic Luxury 
Liner. 

The Goodwin family was living in England when 
they decided to emigrate to America in 1912. Frederick was 
an Electrical Engineer. His older brother Thomas had 
already emigrated to Niagara Falls in New York. 

So, on Sunday 14th April at 11.40 pm the iceberg hit 
the Titanic. Frederick Goodwin and his sons were sleeping 
in the bow on the ship when the Titanic started to sink. His 
wife and his daughters were in a different cabin and they 
were sleeping as well. 

The passengers soon started panicking and left their 
cabins to see what was happening but the crew explained 
that everything was going to be sorted out. So, the 
passengers went back to their activities; some of them were 
having fun, others were playing with the ice on deck.  

 

 

Past Continuous Tense 

 
LEAD-IN 
1. What do you 
know about the 
Titanic tragedy? 
2. When did it 
happen?  
3. How many 
people died? 

      Read the text      
      for answers. 
 

Left to right: William, Frederick, Charles, 

Lillian, Augusta, Jessie and Harold. Baby 

Sidney is not in the photo 

Sidney Goodwin 

Titanic, 1912. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

When the water started to become visible on the floors of the 
3rd class landings, the passengers were still down. They tried to get up 
on deck, but they were stopped by the crew. They were told there was 
plenty of time and plenty of lifeboats and they had to wait until it was 
their turn. 

The first- and second-class passengers were putting life jackets 
at that time and the crew was organizing the lifeboats in that chaos. 

While this was going on deck, the third-class passengers were 
still being held down below. The barriers were locked and only a very 
few of these men women and children managed to find a way out on 
to the decks were the lifeboats were. 

  Of the 2,223 men women and children who sailed on the 
Titanic on her maiden voyage on 10th April only 706 survived after it 
sank on 15th April 1912. Frederick and Augusta Goodwin and their six 
children did not survive.  

Two days later, one of the ships was sent out from Canada to 
recover the bodies of those who died when the Titanic sank. The only 
body that was recovered from the Goodwin family was the baby 
Sidney. When no one came to identify or claim the body of the Sidney 
the sailors arranged for his burial. So, on 4th May 1912 the body of 
Sidney was buried at Fairview Lawn Cemetery in Canada. 

The sailors bought a large headstone and inscribed the words 
The Unknown Child.  

The body in the grave of the Unknown child was positively 
identified through extensive DNA testing to be that of Sidney 
Goodwin, in July 2007. 

 

Sidney Goodwin’s shoes 

The grave of the Unknown 

child 

1 Comprehension 

True or false? Correct the false ones. 

1. The Goodwin family was traveling to America. 

2. There were 7 kids in the family. 

3. The Goodwin family was traveling in the second class. 

4. They were all sleeping when the ship hit the iceberg. 

5. All of the Goodwin children died. 

6. They didn’t find bodies of the Goodwin family. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The first-class passengers enjoyed/were enjoying the voyage 

a lot. The ship had/was having a swimming pool, a squash 

court and a Turkish bath. 

2. There was/was being a telephone system, a lending library 

and a large barber shop on the ship. 

3. There was/were three electric elevators for the first class on the 

ship. 

4. On 2nd April, at 6 am, Titanic’s captain did/ was doing the ship 

trials. After 6 hours of trying, the captain said/was saying that 

the ship was ready. 

5. At the time of the accident, Titanic’s radio operators sent/were 

sending the international SOS signal while the officers 

lowered/were lowering the life boats. 

6. Officer Lightoller, who loaded/was loading boats on the port 

side, allowed/was allowing men to board only if there was 

room. 

7. Even before the survivors arrived/were arriving in New 

York, the officials planned/were planning to investigate the 

reasons for the catastrophe. 

2 Put the given verbs into Past Continuous Tense. 

1. Many passengers ____________ (travel) to enjoy the historical 

event of the first trip of the new Titanic. 

2. Frederick Goodwin and his sons ____________ (sleep) in the 

bow on the ship when the Titanic started to sink. 

3. Everybody ____________ (panic) when the ship started sinking. 

4. While this __________ (go) on deck, the third-class passengers 

_______________ (still, be) held down below. 

5. The first- and second-class passengers ___________ (put) life 

jackets at that time and the crew _____________ (organize) the 

life boats in that chaos. 

 
3 Circle the right option. 


